
How to Prepare for the Fairs

(What Do I Do at the Fairs?)

What Happens at the Fairs?

Showmanship and Interclub

Showmanship is broken into three categories:

Juniors  -  9-11 years*

Intermediate  -  12-13 years*

Seniors  -  14+ years*

*the age split can vary from fair to fair, but they will be close to the splits noted here.

All Juniors compete first, followed by the Intermediates and then Seniors.  When you are not competing it is nice to watch and support your other club members.  Ribbons are awarded to 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners.

Interclub

Fitting

Each club enters a team, consisting of two members, who demonstrate (using one of their birds) how to properly wash a bird. It can be either a duck or chicken.  Ribbons are awarded to 1st, 2nd and 3rd place teams.

Team Showmanship

Each club enters a team of 4 members. Each team is to choose 4 birds. These birds can either be all the same type of chicken or duck or any other member project showing at the fair, OR each member on the team can have a different bird, i.e. 1 bantam chicken, 1 standard chicken, 1 bantam duck, 1 light weight duck

The members will have to show their birds individually just like regular showmanship and they will have to answer questions about the bird they are showing. So, it is important that the team decides early as to who will be on the team and what birds they will be showing.  Then they will need to ensure that everyone on the team knows the history about the breed, diseases it can get, parts of the bird, etc.  

Ribbons are awarded to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place teams.

Barn Duty

During the fair each member will have to take a few shifts doing ‘barn duty’.  What this entails is:

· Keeping the our club’s area neat and tidy

· Sweeping the floor in our club’s area

· Ensuring our club’s birds are fed and watered

· Answering questions any visitors, fair officials, etc. may have

· Holding your birds so that people can see the birds up close and touch them

· Being pleasant and courteous

During your barn duty shift you must wear your club shirt.

Note:  While there may be 2-3 members on barn duty at one time, this does not mean you are to just sit and chat amongst yourselves.  Remember, you are there representing 4-H and need to interact with the public visiting the fair.

Free Time

When you are not on barn duty, doing showmanship or interclub, or some other 4-H activity, then you will have free time. How much free time you have and when you have it will vary from fair to fair.  If you will leaving the fair grounds during your free time, you first of all need to check with one of the leaders, so that we know where you will be – even if you are going with your parents.

Selecting and Preparing Birds for Exhibition 

4-H members expecting to make creditable showings in poultry shows must prepare their exhibits prior to show time. Birds not properly selected and prepared for the show will not, as a rule, get very far in a competitive show. Good exhibits stand out and are a credit to the exhibitor. 

How to Select for a Show 

In selecting a trio, observe body type and showing qualities very carefully for two or three days before making final decision on specific birds to enter in the show. Some of the more important factors to consider are as follows:

· Select best body type for your breed 

· Birds must be uniform in colour 

· Birds must be well developed 

· Feathers must be well developed (not worn or ragged) 

· Select healthy birds free of diseases 

· Select birds free of disqualifications.

· Birds should compliment each other; well balanced (meaning your females should be similar in size and your male should be the same size or slightly larger than your females, but not smaller than your females)

General Disqualifications
I. Deformities of shape and plumage 

a. Deformed beaks 

b. Crooked or otherwise deformed backs 

c. A wing showing clipped flight or secondary feathers 

d. A split wing (a definite slit between primary and secondary wing feathers) 

e. A slipped wing (unfolded and hanging down when bird is standing) 

f. Twisted feathers in wing, sickles and main tail feathers 

g. Entire absence of main tail feathers 

h. Wry tails (decidedly askew to one side) 

i. Squirrel tail (tail feathers that project forward over back)

II. Comb 

a. Lopped single comb except Mediterranean breeds & New Hampshire females 

b. Lopped rose comb (hanging to one side to obstruct sight) 

c. Split comb (blade of comb divided perpendicular) 

d. Absence of spike in all rose comb varieties 

e. Slide sprig or sprigs on all single comb varieties

III. Head and adjuncts 

a. Positive enamel white in the face of Mediterranean breeds 

b. Positive enamel white in ear lobes of American or English breeds

IV. Shanks and Toes 

a. Feather stubs on legs or between toes of clean leg breeds

V. Color 

a. Shanks, feet, or toes of colour foreign to the breed 

b. Black in quills, primary, or secondary feathers of white varieties 

c. Red or yellow in the plumage of any black variety 

d. Foreign colour in plumage of white varieties, except a slight grey ticking

For more information regarding disqualification for recognized breeds/varieties refer to the American Standard of Perfection, published by the American Poultry Association.  (the club has a copy)

Care of Birds Before the Show 

The following suggestions will assist in maintaining quality of birds prior to and during the poultry show: 

1. Place birds in cage with clean straw or wood shavings litter. 

2. Locate cage in a clean, dry, and well ventilated house that is free of drafts. 

3. Handle birds once or twice daily during the last ten days to two weeks. 

4. Keep fresh feed and clean water before birds at all times. 

5. Separate birds that are pecking on cage mates. 

Washing Birds for the Show

(Note: those with ducks do not need to wash your birds before the show unless you feel they are extremely dirty. Generally, ducks will be clean simply by swimming in their pools.  Also, those with chickens do not necessarily have to wash their birds before taking to a show, BUT chickens to have to be dusted for lice before sending to a show.  See next section about dusting chickens for lice)

Wash all white birds before shipping them to the show. The feet of dark coloured birds are always washed with warm soapy water; however, if the feathers are not showing signs of being dirty, it is not necessary to wash them. 

Properly washed birds may mean the difference between a blue or a white ribbon. Wash the birds at least one day before shipping to assure that feathers are dry, and the bird is properly groomed. Beginners may need to do this two days in advance, for if a good wash is not obtained, the bird will have to be rewashed. The outline below is followed when washing birds for the show.

I. Equipment Needed: 

a. Sweet oil, or vaseline 

b. Three washing tubs 

c. Bench or table 

d. Scrub brush 

e. Cage (wire-bottom if possible) 

f. Paper 

g. Towels/cloths 

h. Sponge 

i. Liquid dishwashing detergent

II. Procedure for Washing Birds

1. Maintain the room for washing birds at 80-90 degrees Fahrenheit and free from drafts. 

2. Use three tubs of water. Fill tub 3/4-full with lukewarm water. Add a mild dishwashing detergent for suds. Place bird in tub and sponge clean. Wash downward on feathers from feather base to tip. Do not wash upward on feathers to prevent fraying. Use a soft brush to clean between toes. Pat water from feathers after the bird is clean. 

3. Fill a second tub 3/4-full with lukewarm water for rinsing. Place bird in the water and rinse soap from the feathers. Leave bird in long enough for feathers to float and take shape or fan out. Repeat the rinsing as described to remove remaining residues of soap. Be sure that no detergent remains on the bird. 

4. Remove the bird from the final rinse water and pat water from the bird's body and feathers using a clean, dry towel. Do not rub. Apply mineral oil or vaseline to comb, shanks, and toes very lightly and rub gently. 

5. A portable hair dryer is excellent for drying the feather if a warm (not hot) setting is used. An alternate method is to place the bird in a clean cage with wire bottom, clean straw, or paper. 

6. Maintain the room temperature at 80-90 degrees and prevent drafts . If temperature is too high, feathers will curl. Leave the bird in a cage until thoroughly dry. Place only one bird in each cage.

Dusting Chickens for Lice and Mites

There are instructions in your poultry manual, in case though you don’t have a manual or can’t find yours, here are the steps for dusting your chicken.

Step 1

Hold the chicken with gentle firmness, and shake the carbaryl dust over its body. Avoid getting the dust in the chicken's face.  Best to have two people do this job; one to hold the bird the other to dust.

Step 2

Fluff the chicken's feathers to be certain the carbaryl dust penetrates the feathers to the skin.

Step 3

Pay special attention to the chicken's vent area, breast and thighs when applying dust as these areas can have the highest concentration of lice.

Note:  Wear protective clothing, a dust mask and eye protection when applying the dusting powder.
Shipping Birds to the Show

After the birds have been properly prepared, it would be a very serious mistake for them not to reach the show in good condition. Caution at this time is one of the most important steps to ensure a quality poultry exhibit. Some important reminders are as follows:

1. Bring birds to the show in a clean cage, pen, or box that is free of projecting wires. 

2. Provide clean straw or wood shavings in the cage. 

3. Do not overcrowd birds. 

4. Fasten an identification card to cage with name/address of exhibitor, breed/variety of birds, and class in which birds will compete.

Note: Information prepared by Dr. Tom W. Smith, Emeritus Professor of Poultry Science, Mississippi State University

Showmanship

The following the steps for showmanship:

1.
Place Your Bird in an Exhibition Cage  (the cage will be set-up on a table facing the judge) 

· Place left hand under the breast with fingers around the legs, grasp the bird's right wing with your other hand, and put your bird in head-first.

2.
Pose Your Bird

· Using a small pointer, i.e. piece of doweling, chop stick, etc., from the rear of the cage gently direct your bird to keep its head, tail, wings, etc. in normal position; in a position that they will look their best.

3.
Remove Your Bird From the Cage

· Reach into cage and turn the bird so its head faces the door. 

· Place your right hand on the bird's back and grasp the left wing. 

· Pull the bird toward the door -- head-first.  

· Place left hand under the breast, grasp the bird's right wing, and remove bird
4.
Pose and Walk Your Bird on Table

· After removing your bird from the cage, you are to go and stand in front of the judge’s table, where you will introduce yourself and your bird

· You will be asked to place your bird on the judge’s table, by using your pointer have your bird walk across the table, and have your bird pose.

5.
Hold Your Bird

· Place one hand under the keel with fingers between the hocks.  Hold wing tips down.

6.
Examine Bird’s Head

· Show your bird’s head so that the judge can easily see it 

· Show the judge where the comb, eyes, etc. are

7.
Examine Wings

· Open the wing closest to the judge with your free hand.

· Explain to the judge the different wing parts and note any thing wrong with the wing, i.e. absence of colour, slipped wings, split wings, etc.

8.
Examine Body Plumage

· Explain to the judge colour and quality the plumage should be over the back and breast of your bird.

9.
Examine Tail

· Explain to judge what the colour and feather quality should be for your bird’s tail.

10.
Examine Shanks and Feet

· Explain to the judge about what your bird’s shanks and feet should look like and note and abnormalities your bird may have

11.
Hand Your Bird to the Judge

· Hand your bird, head first, to the judge so that he may examine your bird

12.
Receive Bird Back from Judge and Place Bird in Cage

· Upon receiving your bird from the judge, return to your bird’s showmanship cage, and return the bird, head first, to the cage

· Get your pointer, and continue to pose your bird, always looking alert and paying attention to the judge.  Do not ‘chit chat’ with your friends or other participants until after the judge as said you may return your bird to its proper cage.

Note:  You should be prepared to answer questions from the judge about your project. Such as:

· How old is your bird?

· How much should your bird weigh at maturity?

· What do you feed your bird and how much?

· What diseases can your bird get?

· What are the large wing feathers called?

· What are the different parts of a wing.

· Name the parts of the head.

· Name the body parts.

· Be able to describe different types of poultry diseases.
For additional information regarding showmanship, diseases, etc. read your Poultry Manual.

What to Wear for Showmanship

· Your ‘clean’ club shirt and clean and tidy bottoms (pants or shorts)

Score Card for Poultry Showmanship

Appearance and Condition of Bird  -  25 points

Based on cleanliness, fleshing, condition of feathers and evidence of prior handling

Appearance and Attitude of Club Member  -  25 points

Clean, courteous, attentive, clothes suitable, alert and enthusiastic

Showing the Bird  -  30 points

Ability to remove from the cage, hold, display bird for examination by judge, replacing bird in cage and posing bird

Knowledge of Poultry Project  -  20 points

Ability to answer questions regarding breed, parts of the bird, desirable confirmation and general disqualifications, bird’s faults, and bird’s feeding and management programme.

POULTRY SHOWROOM BASICS
What Does Each Number or Letter Mean on the Coop Tag?
Numbers 1 - 5 on the coop tag: This designates the top 5 birds in that particular age group by sex and variety. These birds must be of good type (confirmation) to be assigned a 1st through 5th in their breed. Example: top 5 Best Black Cocks (C), top 5 Best Black Hens (H), top 5 Best Black Cockerels (K), top 5 Best Black Pullets (P)
BV = Best Variety:
Is the best colour bird in it’ s breed colour group, he must be of good type (confirmation) to be considered for Best Variety (Example: Best White Male, Best White Hen, Best White Cockerel, Best White Pullet (only one of them can be Best Variety in that particular colour & sex group)
RV = Reserve Variety:
Is the second best coloured bird in each colour group of a breed.
BB = Best of Breed:
Is the best bird for its type (confirmation) in the whole class of your breed. Only one Old English, one Brahma, one Silkie, one Plymouth Rock, one Favorelle can be Best of Breed out of its breed class.
RB = Reserve Breed:
Is the second best bird for its type (confirmation)
How is a Showroom Set Up?
First you have to know how a showroom is set up. All shows are set up by classes. It’s important that you know your breed, the variety (colour) of your birds and what classes they belong in.
In order for the judge to do his job the showroom must be organized and all the birds of that particular class must be in the same area of the showroom. If your bird is not in the correct class it cannot be judged with that class. Any birds not in the correct class will be marked “out of class” and not judged.
It is the exhibitor’ s responsibility to have his birds in the right place at the right time. Therefore, you must know your breed class and variety. Once the birds are all checked in the judge can begin his work.
All exhibitors are expected to be out of the area where the judge is judging with only the show clerk accompanying him. Most judges prefer not to be interrupted during judging so if you have questions about your class or how he judged the birds please wait until he has finished for the day, unless other arrangements have been made. Judges will be happy to answer your questions when the work is done.
What Does a Judge Look for as He’ s Judging Your Bird? 

First comes TYPE (confirmation)!!
First of all everyone that breeds, raises and shows chickens or ducks may own or have access to one or both of these books - the American Standard of Perfection and the American Bantam Association, Bantam Standard. These books tell the breeder and exhibitor what he should be looking for when he buys or breeds a bird for show. It also tells the judges what they are to judge when they go to a poultry show to judge birds. Most judges have to memorize these books in order to take exams and become a certified poultry judge by either group. When judging birds this is the book he uses for reference if he has any question on the variety or the breed.
1. The judge will walk down the line of birds he is going to judge taking in at a glance, the condition of a bird in regards to it’ s type (confirmation), health, cleanliness and brightness of feathers, condition of combs, wattles, head parts, legs and feet, wry tails and the overall size of the bird. He is also looking to be sure there are no “out of class” birds. By this time he knows from an outward glance which birds are right for their breed and which are not.
2. The judge will go to a cage and take each bird out that is of good type to check for feather quality, looking at wings for size & discoloration's, the width of back, size of the keel, tail feathers, checking for lice or mites, colour of legs, counting toes, the width of the head, the colour of the undercoat, the colour of the ears, the colour of the eyes, checking the beak, checking any foreign colours that do not belong and the general weight of the bird. There are many other things the judge checks for such as split wing, split tail, ticking, twisted feathers, pinched feathers, etc. etc. There are many things that will disqualify a bird and owning a Standard of Perfection will help the breeder and the judge to know these problems, they are well defined in the book for each breed and variety. Unless there is a glaring problem you won’ t see many birds disqualified at a sanctioned poultry show. One problem that might cause a disqualification is faking, such as someone trying to darken a tip of a white feather with black ink or perhaps there are toes missing on a five toed breed, etc. It‘ s hard to get any cheating past an experienced judge; he‘ s seen it all. He will check all the cocks, individually, the hens individually, the cockerels and the pullets individually. There may be times when a judge doesn’t’ remove a bird from its cage to check it. This is rare but if it happens it is because this bird is so out of type for its breed that it will go no further in competition or out of a class of perhaps 30 birds it is lower on the scale. He will mark this class with his 1st through 5th place birds in each sex and variety.
3. The judge does this the same in every breed class including Waterfowl, Turkey, Large Fowl and Bantams.
4. He will first mark the coop tags with his 1st through 5th place choices.
5. Then he will mark the tags with his choice of Best Variety and Reserve Variety in each breed. In the Best Variety and Reserve Variety he is taking into consideration the type of the bird, the outward colour of the bird and the undercoat colour of that bird. Best & Reserve Variety is chosen from the whole class of each breed variety being shown. Out of all the varieties in a breed (partridge colour, black, white, Columbian, mottled) only one of them can be Best Variety or Reserve Variety.
6. Next he will then mark the Best of Breed and Reserve of Breed in that particular breed class. Example: There can only be one Old English that is the Best of Breed no matter which variety it is or only one Plymouth Rock that can be Best of Breed in it’ s class and so forth.
7. When the whole breed class (do you know your breed class and the other breeds that you are competing against?) is finished he will pick Class Champion and Reserve Class Champion, most times the tags will be marked Champion Feather leg, Reserve Champion Feather leg, Champion Asiatic, Reserve Champion Asiatic, Champion English, Reserve Champion English, Champion Waterfowl and etc. These birds will be moved to Champion Row.
8. Out of all the Class Champions and the Reserve Class Champions the judge will pick the Champion Large Fowl of Show, Champion Bantam of Show, Champion Waterfowl of Show, and Champion Turkey of Show. Out of the 61 purebred bantam breeds only one can be Champion Bantam of the Show, out of the 53 breeds of Large Fowl only one can be Champion Large Fowl of Show and so forth.
9. Some shows pick an Overall Grand Champion of Show. This bird will be the “Best of the Best”, the Best Variety, the Best of Breed for it’ s type and comes closest to be the most perfect overall bird in the showroom, according to the American Standard of Perfection and the Bantam Standard.
10. Normally the Show Champions and the Overall Champion of the Show are not picked until the show management is ready to hand out the awards, which is the morning before your check your birds out to go home. With exception are the local and state fairs. It is usually done at the end of the day following judging at fairs because the birds may stay for several days and the winners are displayed on Champion Row during their stay.
Always remember !! Type is the most important in breeding and showing; variety comes later.  You must build the house before you paint it.
Note: this information was taken from the APA-ABA Youth Programme website, http://www.apa-abayouthprogramsite.org/index.htm

Filling Out That Entry Form (for first time exhibitors)
Most entry forms are pretty basic. The show will ask for your name, address, phone number and email address. Some ask for an NPIP member number (if you have one).
The most often asked question has been, how do I list what birds I want to enter? How do I make out the entry form?
On the following pages are some sample entry forms. Each fair prepares it’s own entry forms so they might look a little different from show to show, but they all are asking for the same information. Be sure to look for the entry deadlines & mailing instructions. ALWAYS make a copy of your entry form.

When entering your 4-H birds you will not have to prepare an entry form. One of the club leaders does this for all the club members. You will only have to complete your own entry form if you are entering other birds into the ‘Open’ section of the show.

On the second sample, Largest Fair, you will see that it doesn’t provide you with a lot of information as to how to describe your birds or what the entry fee is. That is because all that information is provided in the ‘Poultry’ section of the fair’s catalogue . So you will have to make sure you read the poultry section of the catalogue thoroughly to ensure you have all the information you need. 

Remember, if you have questions when you are completing an entry form don’t hesitate to contact one of the club 4-H leaders or contact the convenor of the poultry section for the specific fair.  (this is only for your ‘Open’ birds)

	
	
	
	Sample 1
	

	
	ENTRY FORM- 
	<DUCKS><GEESE><TURKEYS>
	
	

	
	The Greatest Fair on Earth
	
	
	
	

	
	Convener: xxxxxxxxx  
	SHOW DATES: xxxxxxxxxx
	
	
	
	

	
	Make Cheques Payable to:  THE GREATEST FAIR
	ENTRY DEADLINE: xxxxxxxxxxx
	

	
	Mail Entry Forms to:  xxxxxxxxxxxxx
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Exhibitor Information:  (please write legibly)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	
	      Name:
	 
	 
	 
	 Junior?

	 
	

	
	Address:
	 
	 
	 
	check above
	 
	

	
	City:
	 
	 
	Postal Code:
	 
	 
	

	
	Phone:
	 (         )
	 
	
	
	 
	

	
	E-mail:
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	
	SPECIAL DIRECTIONS:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	DUCK SEX is to be entered as follows:   YD= YOUNG DUCK, YDR= YOUNG DRAKE, OD= OLD DUCK, ODR= OLD DRAKE
	
	

	2
	GEESE SEX  is to be entered as follows:  OGR= OLD GANDER, OG= OLD GOOSE, YGR= YOUNG GANDER, YG= YOUNG GOOSE
	
	

	3
	TURKEY SEX is to be entered as follows: OT= OLD TOM, OH= OLD HEN, YT= YOUNG TOM, YH= YOUNG HEN
	
	
	

	4
	Please list each bird separately, and identify if they are part of a TRIO.  Attach an additional page if more space is required.
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	

	 
	CLASS (i.e. Heavy, Bantam)       BREED (i.e. Muscovy,Call)
	VARIETY (i.e.  Chocolate, Pied, Giant Dewlop)
	SEX
	DUCK/GOOSE/TURK
	TRIO?
	BAND #

	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	6
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	7
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	FIRST 20 ENTRIES
	
	X
	$1.50
	 
	 

	
	
	EACH ENTRY OVER 20
	
	X
	$1.00
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	 
	TOTAL FEES
	 
	 


• LARGEST FAIR -  Section “B” POULTRY Entry Form 
Sample 2
First Name: ________________________ Last Name: _________________________________ Age: _______ Phone: ________________

      (if applicable)

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________ Postal Code: __________________

Email Address: _______________________________________________________________
Signature of Exhibitor or Parent/Guardian: ___________________________________________  Date: ______________________

	DIVISION
	CLASS
	BREED
	VARIETY
	ENTRY FEE

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Supporting Community: Local Events and Charities.

Supporting Coombs Country Fair

